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THE 6000 PART 

A Samoa preacb*d la Ankaeytown, Ohio, by 
r. r. MALLOTT. 


Text : "Bat one thing la needful, 
tb»t good part which shall i 


and Mary haa ehoatn 
not be taken away from her,"— 
Lume'10 : iS. 

East of Jerusalem is a road leading across 
the narrow valley of Jehosaphat through 
which flows the brook Odron. It is a his- 
) toric road. Just after oro'sing the brook to 
the right may be seen thi garden of Gethsem- 
ane, the scene of our Savior's passion and ap- 
prehension ; farther on, yon reach the Mount 
of Olives. To the south, three miles from Je- 
rusalem, is seen the neat little village of Beth- 
any, at present, containing about SOU inhabi- 
tants. This village was the home of the com- 
mendable sister. — Mary, — named in our text. 
To this village, being near Jerusalem, the Di- 
vine Master ott resorted. The family that 
were favored with hie gracious visits are 
known to all students of the Gospel. We 
notice, however, a difference in thedispositions 

■ of those christian sister*, and that called forth 
our test. Martha wished to make a show in 
the culinary department to express her love to 
Jesus, whilst Mary choae to sit at his feet and 
hear the instructive words that fell from his 
lips. We believe the intentions of both were 
good, but the part that Martha did was un- 
wise and called forth the gentle yet pointed 
rebuke of the great Teacher. Turning about 
he commends the example of Mary in the lan- 
guage ot our choice this morning, "But one 
thing is needful and Mary hath chosen." &e. 

1st, We shall notice the unity o( religion. 
It has always been one tiling. Laws and 
Ceremonies have been altered with the changes 
of dispensations, yet the principles ever ex: at 
— love to God and love to man. One thing 
often includes many things. The blind man 
brought to our notice in John 9 ; 1 — 38, lack- 

' ed but one thing — life, yet it proved, when 
received, everything to him. It arrayed be- 
fore him life's duties, and seeing duty on 
every hand the Author bids him '"work while 
it is called day, for the night comet h when no 
man can work." The widow's eon of Nain 
that lay in hia coffin, being borne to the cold 
grave, lacked but one thing — -life, nevertheless 
to the heart-broken mother when it was re- 
stored to him, and he to her, by the com pas- 
sionate Savior, It was everything. He wfllf 
placed again upon the stage of action con- 
fronted with life's duties. He resumed his 

. part in the great drama of existence. Life 
was behind all his acts, yet it was but one 
thing. 

So with religion, whilst it is but one thing, 
it is, as a whole, everything to the child oi 
God. Oh, that we would become interested 
to that extent as to fathom the depth of this 
*"one thing needful" ! If we could but weigh 
this truth and see its worth in the light ot 
heaven, many heart- pangs would not be felt. 
Sunshine and happiness would eclipse many 
churches and homes that now are being shak- 
en from center to circumference with discord 
and sorrow. 

2nd, Religion is voluntary. "Mary hath 

■ chosen that good |>art."' This consists of a 
free act of the mind with us. and agrees with 
God's way from the beginning. To Cain it 
was said : "Why art thou so wroth and why 
hath thy countenance fallen ? If thou dost 
well shall thou not be accepted ?" But Cain, 
instead of profiting by his mistake and doing 
better, jiermitted his auger to overcome him — 
a fratricide. The Lord has ever said, "Choose 
ye whom ye will Berve," proving that it is a 
matter of choice with us. Jehovah has no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, hence His 
■cry hath ever been "Turn ye, turn ye, from 
your evil ways, for why will yedie." 

Again, proving the power of volition is with 
, us, aside from this clause of our text, we hear 
Paul saying to Agrippa, when referring to 
his conversion, "Whereupon, O king Agrippa, 
I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vi- 
sion," thus showing that he could have been 
rebellious and continue to fight against God. 
We glean from this that God has placed the 
means of grace before us with the command 
to eat and live, but "he that pursueth evil 
purs/ieth it to his own death." 

3rd, Religion is most emphatically a good 
thing. Look at its fruit : Joy, peace, rest 
audlood, also it is life and light. Go with 
ma into a remote period when the Bible 
$ was suppressed, (I mean that period called the 
Dark Ages,)and as an index to our race with- 
out gospel light, follow me into an old castle 
in Germany, erected during this age, for the 
purpose of viewing the moral darkness as 
seen in a department of it, devoted to its judi- 
cial work. The culprit is tried by a jury dis- 
guised and if fonnd guilty, which is generally 
the result, he is led out through a lubteranaan 
par sage several yardsjhen suddenly he comes 
to a perpendicular passage of eighty feet ; he 
drops \p the bottom.and falls upon a revolving 
cylinder, spiked with pointed irons and sharp 
knives, and thus comes to an untimely death, 
and .his friends were not allowed to n peak of 

f 


the deceased. If even their names were men- 
tioned the one doing so met the same horrible 
fate. 

Thus we see the power of the gospel in this 
our day, It refines, civilizes, and embellishes 
the race. It is of such a nature that one gen- 
eration can begin with the other at the cradle 
and prepare them for the grave. Here fath- 
er's and mother's responsibility begins. It is 
good for our children. It gives them tender 
loving hearts that when our gray locks are 
made whiter, under wasting diseases, they 
will care tor us, 

4th. It ehall never be taken away. Here 
is permanent stability. Hope finds a resting 
place for her joys. You cannot say this of 
riches. This is proved beyond a doubt by 
the great Teacher in his parable of the rich 
man whose fields had brougth forth plentiful- 
ly. When he concluded to enlarge his gar- 
ners and take his ease, the Author of religion 
said s "Thou fool, this night shall thy soul be 
required of thee,then whose shall those things 
be r You cannot say it of lile, as may Be 
seen in the subsequent history of this christian 
family at Bethany. You cannot say it of 
health. The furrowed brows and sunken 
cheeks of our diseased friends teach us this ; 
our own ucbesand pains — harbingers of death 
— prove it, You cannot say it of honor. He 
who seeks after this pursues a phantom It is 
of all the most evanescent. Read the history 
of 11. tm nil, in the book of Esther, if yon doubt 
this. See him dining with the king Ah&suer- 
us one day, and the next, by the king's com- 
mand, he is hanged upon the gallows. Seeing 
then, the lasting stability of religion, let us 
labor to propagate its teachings theoretical ly 
and practically. "Lay up treasures in heav- 
en." 

"Then fail this earth, let stars decline, 

And mill ami mnou refuse to shine , 

All nature sink and cease to he j 

That heavenly tuaualon stands for me." 

"It shall never be taken away." Thank 
the Lord tor this part of our text. It enables 
us to surmount all difficulties. Who would 
ask for more assurance ? The lamentation 
of Emmanuel was and yet is : "Ye will not 
come to me that ye may have life." See his 
tears flowing over the indifferent City of his 
(teople : "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem," &c. Let 
us choose Jesus for our teacher. Sit at his 
feet that we may be exalted with Him in 
heaven. Choosing Christ means more than 
merely assent to the gospel. It means knowl- 
edge, faith, love, righteousness. If a friend is 
sick and I should visit him, telling him that a 
physician, in a certain place, had prepared a 
remedy for his disease, would the simple 
knowledge restore him to his wonted health ? 
No. So with Christ, he is the "balm of Gi le- 
ad," the physician for our sin sick souls, but 
to get the benefits that accrue from llim wc 
must make an effectual application — go to 
Him as we are. 


"l,pt not conscience make you linger, 
Knr >>f fitness fondly dream. 
All the ittnesa he requireth 
Is to feel your need of Him." 

I now will leave the subject of this after- 
noon meeting with you, lor your consideration. 
We may enjoy life while U|x>n earth, but will 
we enjoy life in the ceaseless beyond t If we 
would now is the time to prepare. Wc may 
feast with our friends in this life, but if wc 
would feast with them in eternity, at the mar- 
riage supper of the Ltimb, we must accept 
the invitation in this life. Wc may go from 
the prairies of the West, to the beautiful 
mountains of the East, and admire their beau- 
ty, but if we would see the land of Betilah and 
breathe its atmosphere of love and purity, we 
must enter upon the highway now — in this 
life. Wc may admire the trees of earth, from 
the beautiful little fir tree to the stately trees 
of the Pacific coast, but if ever we approach 
the tree of life and pluck its life giving fruit, 
we must choose the part of Mary — seek in- 
struction from the Master. 

A REPLY, 


BY A. I, <■ AKHKIl. 


In the twenty-eighth number of the Evax- 
uklist, a brother writes under the caption of 
"Privacy in Observing the Lord's Sapper,*' 
and surely thoughtlessly he used this lan- 
guage : "Yes indeed, and our dear Lord never 
taught a secret doctrine nor practice." It is 
no pleasure to us to write about the accidents 
of brethren, but this offers an eccellent oppor- 
tunity to say a few things, and we embrace 
it. 

Now Christ both taught secret doctrines 
and practices. On behalf of Jesus it was 
said, "I will utter things which have been 
kept secret from the foundation of the world," 
and some of those secret things were doctrines 
that Christ taught. In secret practices we 
have — "But when thou doest alms, let not 
thy left hand know what thy right hand do- 
eth, that thine alms may be in secret, and thy 
Father which sefeth in secret himself shall re- 


pray to thy Father which is in secret, and thy 
Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee 
openly." — Language of Christ, Matth. 6 : 3, 
4 and 6. 

These arc commands, doctrines and prac- 
tices that teach secrecy in the strictest sense 
to the extent that they apply ; but they are 
no evidence to support the presumption, that 
if one practice or several, are secret, that all 
of the institutions of the Lord's House should 
be clothed in privacy. If baptism, which is 
generally considered to be the ceremony or 
real act of entering into Christ, or the con- 
gregation ot believers, is performed in the 
presence of the multitude, it does not say that 
wc must not enter into our closet and close 
the door behind us that no one may behold 
our attitude of prayer. It is eminently prop- 
er, in some situations, to allow the profane to 
see their friends ami flesh relations enter into 
Christ, or join church ; but it is no argument 
to prove that they sin in Id pray on the street 
cornei-s, give alms after having sounded a 
trumpet, or put on a sad countenance and dis- 
figure their faces to engage in a fast ; and it 
don't say that I hey shall let their light shine 
by eating the bodv of Christ, drinking his 
blood or washing tueir feet in public. 

Christ went up into the mountain, from the 
presence of the multitude, to pray, and he 
was alone, and we are pleased to follow his 
example, when a mountain is handy ;. and if 
it is not. we go into the closet, according to 
the command. When we keep the Lord's 
Sapper, we desire to follow the example as we 
have no command. 

Wc do contend for privacy in observing the 
Sapper of the Lord; and when we say priva- 
cy, we use the word in the accepted sense in 
reference to society or company meetings, and 
not in that severe and exclusive sense that is 
expressed bv secrecy, and displayed in the 
chureh meetings of German Baptists on some 
occasions. The Supper, Communion and 
Washing of Feet belong to the Church as an 
individual institution, as much as the family 
affairs of a family lielong to it. A public ex- 
hibition under the name of Lord's Supper is a 
stumbling block in the path of missionary 
work, and repels more from the chureh than 
it ever caused tot enter. Instead of inviting 
the profane to forsake his evil ways and a[>- 
ply that blood that clenseth from all sin, that 
he may lie worthy to come up on the mount- 
ain of virtue and godly infidelity and sit 
down at the Lord's table and eat the food that 
vill make his soul Strang and his spirit 
mighty, and drink of the WBfcthat flows 
from the living vine, we take the institution 
down from its high place and put it among 
the carnal, who are inconqietent to discern 
spiritual tiling-; and often that which is holy 
is thrown to dogs. 

The Church of the Diseiples.in places, have 
observed footwashing publicly, but the fre- 
quent ridicule to which their good intentions 
and practice was exposed, caused them to 
abandon it ; and so the Brethren will do,if the 
example of the Christ is not followed in this 
respect — the carnal cannot discern spiritual 
things, and often that which is holy is thrown 
to dogs. 

Our light is our devotion to the work of 
building a blameless character ; in cultivating 
those virtues which ennoble and elevate man 
to the higher plane of human existence ; the 
practice of those deeds of kindness and be- 
nevolence that will embalm our name in the 
hearts of our fellow men as a precious pearl, 
and be as living epistle to them proclaiming 
the beauty and riches of living soberly, right- 
eously and goodly in this present world. The 
holy Communion is only food to Iietter prepare 
us to continue in performing the deeds that 
shine as a fire upon a hill, whose brightness 
benfits every beholder, and this food is en- 
couragement to continue faithful in well doing 
until the end, and we earnestly plead that 
those solemn seasons of spiritual refreshment 
may be enjoyed with thai compos tire of mind 
which is only possible in seclusion from the 
rabble of this unfriendly world. 

Our God is a God of secrecy. I lis every 
movement is shrouded in depths of hidden 
mystery, and it is only now and then that 
the little ray is allowed to penetrate the mind 
and develop in human thought. Uc has kept 
his person from the vision of man through 
the lapse of centuries, and the only begotten 
Son hath declared Him. The revelation to 
Daniel is so mysterious, that, even now we do 
not understand it all. Paul heard things 
which were unlawful to utter, ;i ml carried them 
hidden into his tomb. The Revelator, John, 
wrote many things, by the direction of heav- 
en, and we do not yet know what they are. 

May we all be wise as serpents and harm- 
less as doves, knowing the will of the I^ord 
and obeying it in all simplicty and innocence, 
through Jesus Christ. 


THI VALOABU! OPPORTUNITY. 
[Bead at the Ureen Tree, Pa., .Sunday School Convention .] 


thy clonet, and when thou hast shut the door, 


Four things belong to a judge— to bear 


ward thee openly ; 'when thou prayest enter cautiously, to answer wisely, to consider sob- 


erly, and to decide impartially. 


BY S. R. WILLI. 

"Life's evening takes its character from the 
day which has preceded it." 

How natural the inclination to allow the 
days and years to roll by without realizing 
that our day is being spent, and life's evening 
draws hear unawares. We, who are young, 
find so much in the busy, active to-day, or Id 
plans for to-morrow, "the great arena pf con- 
jecture" to occupy our time and engross 
thought and energy, and as old age approach- 
es, the past, — the days of youth with their 
ever recurring panorama of pleasant scenes, 
are constantly flitting before the mental cam- 
era, almost excluding thoughts of days to 
come. But how vastly important it is to live, 
so that when our day is spent aud the gloam- 
ing of liJc comes, it may be one ot quiet* 
serene enjoyment — the reward of a life nobly 
lived. This reward, we believe, comes only 
to those, who, thro' an earnest desire to do 
their duty, are awake to, and seize the many 
valuable opportunities that each day brings to 
all humanity — opportunities that are valuable 
because their observance or neglect affects not 
only our earthly existence, but our eternal 
life. 

One great error in the livi s of many good 
men, is the neglect of the little things in life — 
trifles that are passed by without realizing the 
opportunity to benefit self or some other. 
People are so apt to think, that if they attend 
chureh, pray, read the Bible, and are honest 
in their dealings, they are doing all that their 
profession requires, and indeed these things 
all are essential, but they are not enough. 
There is a higher form of Christianity, that 
finds everywhere an opportunity to benefit hia 
fellow man, to diffuse by kind words and 
cheerfulness, a ray of sunshine all along life's 
pathway and to elevate and ennoble self. This 
valuable opportunity need not be sought, it is 
near always, and will keep heart, head and 
bauds busy, if we will. This involves the ex- 
ercise ot self denial, and a constant watchful- 
ness to overcome the selfish inclinations of 
human nature, thus doing double work, as 
benefit accrues to self and all associates, thus 
taking a step toward the fulfillment of a per- 
fect Christian character. But no more valu- 
able opportunity presents itself than work in 
the interest of the Sabbath school. Help is 
always needed there. It is a work that de- 
mands constant and renewed energies, and 
unwearying interest, and affords unbounded 
opportunities tor the cultivation of the Chris- 
tian virtues and graces and their constant ex- 
ercise, in addition to the grand object in view, 
the spiritual advancement of those who, too 
frequently come to the school with no object 
other than to pass away the time. I have 
heard an enthusiast call the children of the 
tSabbath school "huts, that after a while will 
blossom into an eternal flower." The figure 
is a pretty one, but many teachers will agree- 
in saying that thorns would be a more approV 
priate one, tor it is a truth that Sunday school 
pupils are not more interesting, more atten- 
tive or more deferential than the average child. 
Truly has the Sunday school been termed the 
'"nursery of the church" and occupies the ^aina 
relative position that the nursery does to the 
home. It requires great care, brings many 
anxieties, constant watch fulness, hard smdy 
to become acquainted with the nature's with 
which wc are asssociated and with ways to 
interest, and inculcate never-to-be-forgotten 
lessons — but, like in the nursery, every act of 
kindness or self denial brings abundant re- 
ward. The children ! why, their very igno- 
rance draws ua to them first; their helpless- 
ness endears awakening interest and gradual 
development are the sources of much happi- 
ness, for the earnest sincere worker never loses 
sight of the secret of success — that there is an 
immortal soul belonging to that restjess little 
body, and it may be my hand or yours that 
will lead them into "the narrow way." 

Then what valuable opportunities for the 
exchange of thought on Bible topics, — for in- 
crease of knowlege and for strengthening 
social ties 1 All persons, however, may not 
enjoy these Sunday school privileges, where 
man and child are brought to a common level 
in enjoyment ot the service and the opportun- 
ities it brings, but these do not cease here, 
nor, are they more important than the oppor- 
tunities our daily life affords. Some good can 
be accomplished all the time. It lies in the 
fulfillment or the ommission of anything that 
may increase or destroy the comfort and hap- 
piness ot those around us. The extreme self- 
ishness of human nature must first be con- 
quered and these natural obstacles to real 
goodness, but augment the value of every 
day'B opportunity to thoroughly purify self 
first ; none other can do it bo well. Let oar 
"charity begin at home," then will kind words 
and acts and thoughts follow as a natural 
effect of the good cause. If courtesy, refine- 
ment ; it forbearance and fact, in a word, if 
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